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WAR DEPARTHMENT

The Adjutant General's ©ffice
WASHINGTON

February 4, 1943.

In Reply
Refer To AG 201 Rodman, John H.

(1-16-&3) PC-G 017011-2

Mrs. James S. Rodman,
2045 Douglass Boulevard,
Louisville, Kentucky.

Dear Mrs. Rodman:
Report has been received that your

TS e L i

John H. Rodgan, 0-7425, Infantry, 7424 &/’*“[?

is now a prisoner of war of the Japanese Government in Taiwan

iCamp-

- The Provost larshal General, Prisoner of War Information
Bureau, Washington, D.C., will furnish you the address to which mail

may be sent. Any future correspondence in connection wit.h his status

'as a prisoner of war should be addressed to that office.

Very truly yours,

Letter from J.A. Ulio to Mrs. James H Rodman, February 4, 1943 (MSS141, Box 1, Folder 2)



https://history.ky.gov/
https://www.kyhistory.com/digital/collection/MS/id/25669/rec/8
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LETTERS FROM A WWII POW, 1942-1945

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

World War Il

Responding to a worldwide economic crisis, increasingly militaristic Japan
and Germany sought to expand their spheres of influence through several
invasions. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor brought the United States
into the war in 1941. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt declared that
every United States citizen should contribute to the war effort at home or
abroad. Through voluntary enlistment and conscription, Kentucky
contributed over 300,000 individuals to military service; almost 8,000 of
them died and countless others became prisoners of war. The war ended
for Germany in May 1945 and for Japan three months later, after atom
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

John H. Rodman

Major John H. Rodman, of Owensboro, Kentucky, led the 57t Regiment,
Philippine Scouts in 1939. When war erupted two years later, he
commanded the 92™ Regiment of the 91°" Infantry Division, Philippine
Army. Captured on April 9, 1942 on Luzon, Rodman remained a prisoner of
the Japanese until after they signed a formal surrender on September 2,
1945. Unlike many prisoners, he communicated with his family through
radio broadcast and letters.

THEME World War I

OBIJECTIVE 7o analyze letters written by a prisoner of war and
understand his wartime perspectives.

DOCUMENT LIST

1. Letter to Effie Lee Reeves, March 3, 1944 (MS141, Box 1, Folder 2)
2. Letterto Lila M. Rodman, May 14, 1944 (MSS141, Box 1, Folder 2)
3. Letter to Effie Lee Reeves, September 1, 1945 (1992.20.02b)

4. See more documents in the John H. Rodman Papers, 1942-1945

VOCABULARY

Bataan province in the Philippine Islands captured
by the Japanese army in 1942

Homefront the location of civilian activity during war

Insurance premium payment for insurance

Major a commissioned officer (officer training) in

the army, air force or marine corps ranking

above a captain and below a lieutenant

colonel

an artifact, document, recording or other

source of information that was created at

the time under study

Prisoner of war (POW) a member of the armed forces of a
nation who is taken by the enemy during
combat

Primary source
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https://www.kyhistory.com/digital/collection/MS/id/25590/rec/3
https://www.kyhistory.com/digital/collection/MS/id/25613/rec/2
https://kyhistory.pastperfectonline.com/webobject/320A2B7B-0888-4646-BE52-491497681565
https://www.kyhistory.com/digital/collection/MS/search/searchterm/Kentucky%20Historical%20Society%2C%20John%20H.%20Rodman%20papers%2C%20MSS%20141/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and
https://www.kyhistory.com/digital/collection/MS/search/searchterm/Kentucky%20Historical%20Society%2C%20John%20H.%20Rodman%20papers%2C%20MSS%20141/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and
https://www.kyhistory.com/digital/collection/MS/search/searchterm/Kentucky%20Historical%20Society%2C%20John%20H.%20Rodman%20papers%2C%20MSS%20141/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and
https://www.kyhistory.com/digital/collection/MS/search/searchterm/Kentucky%20Historical%20Society%2C%20John%20H.%20Rodman%20papers%2C%20MSS%20141/field/source/mode/exact/conn/and
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DOCUMENT OBSERVATION
Use the table below to help analyze the documents. Consider
listing things such as the handwriting and condition of the
document or make a guess at why it was written. What do you
wonder about the document?

| See...

| Think...

| Wonder...

DOCUMENT INTERPRETATION

Answer the following questions in 3-5 sentences.

How does Rodman’s letters to his family describe life as a POW? Do you
think his descriptions are accurate? Why or why not?

Why do you think Rodman brings up insurance premiums in his
correspondences?

How do military personnel communicate with their friends and family
today?
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70:MRS. Err.zfle KEEVES o T
ﬁﬁL/ﬂ. 1S HoTEL éﬂST WIMDER’M.EI?E S ’
fkdy Fast 6, SreEET .
WC Hre nco, 37, ZLLT poF .

UNETED 3'097"5.5 oF ﬁmz:krc# L _____Mearel 3*{/¢ 4
| Depr FFFre L—EE"

|
T

//nPPY"ro' /uu/s E’ECEJ:VED Four . ‘[;rrsas me SMM&_A@,___E)L&_
July, ﬂaeasr /9%3. AnD . omfes[ﬁsrm }’oura E:RT//DH)’/ZESSH#fxp/fasm

ABouT ‘Mo?’ﬂ!l?_‘} Worexen fBeoT  LGIADYS .o,ﬂly\ Awaur fs‘-/ls' szek D

WwABLE  To WesTE, P.erse .Esam:uzﬁ ym fmmarm( Dopir u/mf//up F» TS,
X 2 HAVE _ IwNsoRANVCE Biseres | Vs rH /}/ nm‘éﬁu/ FnV&m«éo vernesT An D ijZ Weo ?
‘gFﬁVﬂ ALl HAVE Lom»’s’ | | Dvé : orR_ zaﬂ'kfsr f’amme | #NP Pal[c/r -
ML ri Liweot v, S'm’mzﬁsmﬂlzmzs f /ﬂp)'.s szr:wsLy ..mnemm 7” Fay . Awnimi
FPrREMmiom on faweot ' Ano /Vohf{ OTHER @d’nm;s oF my -~ Status
# HecK | WEtH HER  AND | ﬂxé Nfcssma} Lcr:r DA/ S;Iims/ BaglEs KeEP f

: , 7 ‘ L | |
Hex (posY 1Ss . il MD-fT' u/oRK be gu/_;u Lome __ BAK.

r‘ ? 4

i

(;

Z:lowfl. :ﬁw A’Fonmﬁcj %S’ ﬁkm}/

Letter to Effie Lee Reeves, March 3, 1944 (MS141, Box 1, Folder 2)
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Letter to Lila M. Rodman, May 14, 1944 (MSS141, Box 1, Folder 2)
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Letter to Effie Lee Reeves, September 1, 1945 (1992.20.02b)
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