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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
World War II  
Responding to a worldwide economic crisis, increasingly militaristic Japan 
and Germany sought to expand their spheres of influence through several 
invasions. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor brought the United States 
into the war in 1941. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt declared that 
every United States citizen should contribute to the war effort at home or 
abroad. Through voluntary enlistment and conscription, Kentucky 
contributed over 300,000 individuals to military service; almost 8,000 of 
them died and countless others became prisoners of war. The war ended 
for Germany in May 1945 and for Japan three months later, after atom 
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
  
John H. Rodman  
Major John H. Rodman, of Owensboro, Kentucky, led the 57th Regiment, 
Philippine Scouts in 1939. When war erupted two years later, he 
commanded the 92nd Regiment of the 91st Infantry Division, Philippine 
Army. Captured on April 9, 1942 on Luzon, Rodman remained a prisoner of 
the Japanese until after they signed a formal surrender on September 2, 
1945. Unlike many prisoners, he communicated with his family through 
radio broadcast and letters.  

DOCUMENT LIST 
1. Letter to Effie Lee Reeves, March 3, 1944 (MS141, Box 1, Folder 2) 
2. Letter to Lila M. Rodman, May 14, 1944 (MSS141, Box 1, Folder 2) 
3. Letter to Effie Lee Reeves, September 1, 1945 (1992.20.02b) 
4. See more documents in the John H. Rodman Papers, 1942-1945 
 

VOCABULARY 

Bataan   province in the Philippine Islands captured 
   by the Japanese army in 1942  
Homefront   the location of civilian activity during war  
Insurance premium  payment for insurance  
Major    a commissioned officer (officer training) in 
   the army, air force or marine corps ranking 
   above a captain and below a lieutenant 
   colonel  
Primary source  an artifact, document, recording or other 
   source of information that was created at 
   the time under study  
Prisoner of war (POW) a member of the armed forces of a 
   nation who is taken by the enemy during 
   combat  

THEME  World War II 

OBJECTIVE  To analyze letters written by a prisoner of war and 

  understand his wartime perspectives.  
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I See... I Think… I Wonder... 

   

DOCUMENT OBSERVATION 
Use the table below to help analyze the documents. Consider 
listing things such as the handwriting and condition of the 
document or make a guess at why it was written. What do you 
wonder about the document? 

DOCUMENT INTERPRETATION 
Answer the following questions in 3-5 sentences.  
 
How does Rodman’s letters to his family describe life as a POW? Do you 
think his descriptions are accurate? Why or why not? 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Why do you think Rodman brings up insurance premiums in his 
correspondences? 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
How do military personnel communicate with their friends and family 
today? 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
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