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Education is a very important aspect of our current world. In order to be successful,
you must have a good education. But it is hard for many what a world of unequal education
would be like, Well, back in the 1950's, white Americans segregated themselves from black
Americans. They believed that education as well could be equal when separate. But the case
of Brown vs. Board of Education (1954) had a profound effect on the people of the United
States and proved that integrated education had an educational, social, and political impact

on the African Americans of the U.S.

When our founding fathers founded America, there were the 13 colonies. And the
Southern side had more of an agricultural economy while the North had an industrial
economy. As America began to expand, plantations of cotton were all over the South. So in
order to support large plantations of cotton, the South needed manpower. And the cheapest
manpower available was slaves. Off in the Western coast of Africa, slave traders caught
slaves and shipped them over to the Americas. And that is where slaves come from. So even
after the Civil War, former slaves and descendants of slaves were still not treated equally.
They moved for equal rights and just overall equality. My project is on Brown vs. Board of

Education, a major Supreme Court case that changed the nation.

So what Brown vs. Board of Education did was say that “separate but equal” was not
true. But where did such a doctrine come from? Well, it all began with Plessy vs. Ferguson.
In 1896 on a railroad in Louisiana, Homer Plessy rid in a white coach. But he was 1/8 black
and the stationmaster told him to ride in the black coach. But he refused. So this case was

brought up to the Supreme Court and the Supreme Court ruled that as long as the




compartments were of equal standards, blacks and whites could be segregated. Thus the
doctrine of “separate but equal”. And for almost 60 years this doctrine remained true

(though not unchallenged). But Brown vs. Board of Education changed that completely.

But what swayed this court to decide in Oliver Brown’s favor? It was in three main
areas. Of these the most important was the actual argument that segregation had a negative.
effect on black children’s minds. How to prove this? The Kenneth Clark doll test. A social
scientist, Clark asked black children (segregated) to select a doll that they wanted to be.
Black children overwhelmingly chose the white doll. This implied that segregation had a
negative impact on minds. The second reason was that there was a new Chief Justice who
favored integration rather than segregation. Chief Justice Earl Warren had been selected for
his decision in California on the separation of Japanese into camps during World War II. But
in Brown vs. Board of Education, he acted very differently. And finally, this was the first
major case that challenged “separate but equal” and was backed up by the NAACP (National
‘Association for the Advancement of Colored People) and their chief lawyer Thurgood
Marshall. He had the know-how for this case and had a good argument. All of these helped
the Supreme Court make its unanimous decision to destroy the “separate but equal”
doctrine. But this landmark case did not make much of an effect as one year later (1955)
Brown vs. Board of Education I was passed. But its wording of “with all deliberate speed”
implies that in order to desegregate; you can take as much time as necessary. The South
took advantage of this and delayed desegregation until 1980 or so. But that doesn’t change
the fact that Brown vs. Board of Education was a landmark case that was a huge turning

point in our history.




Now that you know what Brown vs. Board of Education was all about, I can talk to
you about the after effects. As you know, Clark’s doll test proved that segregation had a
negative impact on black children. Statistics show that afterwards, doll tests on black

students no longer had as bad of a negative effect.

As Linda Brown Smith said, “I think about what my father, and what other parents
did, and what my family did, as far as our part that we played in Brown v. Board of
Education, and I feel that because of what my father thought, and because of what other
parents throughout the land thought about their child having to live with the stigma of not
having a choice, aﬁd what they did, has caused that stigma to be lifted, today.” This is from
an interview in 1985 on October 26. Even then, Ms. Smith thought that there was an effect
of Brown vs. Board of Education on black children and other minorities.

But even more, some of our most influential people are black and they say that it
was all because of Brown vs. Board of Education. Cheryl Brown Henderson is one example.
“However, above all else in the wake of Brown I leaned that individual academic
achievement has nothing to do with the race or ethnicity of who a student is sitting next to.
Individual academic achievement, like other presumed indicators of sﬁccess, isbasedona
multitude of variables, race and ethnicity are only factored in if they are used to withhold
resources and opportunities.” Henderson said. And even our very own secretary of
education said, “... the world of opportunity was opening up for us.” Brown created more
opportunities and helped and others to take another (educational) step forward in their
life.

And the statistics support my thesis too. In “50 Years After Brown v. Board of

Education: The Promise and Challenge of Multicultural Education Sabrina Zirkel* Saybrook




Graduate School and Research Center Nancy Cantor."”, “Students of

color represent two to three times the percentage of college graduates, four to

seven times the percentage of law graduates, and two to four times the percentage of
medical school graduates than they did in 1960 (Bowen & Bok, 1998).

Furthermore, in a recent NBC News: Education Nation, statistics show that black
graduation rates have risen over the last few years. “... has improved significantly in the
last eleven years...” is what NBC News: Education Nation said. The opposite of graduation
rates is dropout rates. And what the National Center for Education Statistics (US
Department of Education) found was that in the 1970’s, dropout rates were at 13.2%. In
2010, the dropout rates were at 8%. A 5.2% decrease in dropouts. That is a significant
number to consider. Brown vs. Board of Education has certainly improved the lives of

blacks educationally.

In rﬁy annotated bibliography, you will see an annotation of two different pictures of
pre-Brown and post-Brown. Those pictures show that we as a society‘have been more
accepting and even in pre-school, integration occurs. People are changing in a changing
society.

In the National Bureau of Economic Research’s recent study, they found that “The
earnings gap between southern-born black men and non-southern-born black men in the
same birth cohort narrowed by about 10 percent in the post-desegregation group.” That
data is a significant number. A difference of 10% is significant. Blacks have improved after
desegregation and will probably continue to improve if America holds true to its laws and

rulings.




Now that I have talked about incomes, it's best to give the actual numbers. In 1970,
28.9% of blacks get under $15,000 and now, only 25.4% get that (that is an improvement
because less people are making less). Also, 1.6% mniake over $200,000 in 2010 while no
African American made that in 1970. People are making more so Brown vs. Board of

Education has clearly helped black Americans.

In a recent edition of Teaching Tolerance, many famous/important black people
said that Brown vs. Board of Education was an important moment because it changed our
society’s way of thinking and responding to such situations. “Brown v. Board of Education
(1954) opened the door to widespread social change...” Most black Americans have
experienced a very emotional change in their life due to Brown vs. Board of Education,
“..reinforced pre-existing assumptions they had of equality with Whites...” is what Julian
Bond (former chairman of NAACP) said. Brown vs. Board of Education boosted confidence
and reinforced all the social rights that were guaranteed to all men when the Constitution
was written,

But even all the facts cannot sway the most stubborn person. But their current
predicament does in fact show that Brown vs. Board of Education did have an effect. There
are black students in Winburn and many other schools. They are together learning with
Hispanics and whites. Brown vs. Board of Education has certainly changed our schools as
well as our society. Blacks and whites treat each other equally and with respect. No one can

deny that and we all must accept that Brown vs. Board of Education did have an effect.

Today, we live in a society that has blacks and whites with political rights/power.

Both can vote and have all the rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights and the Constitution.




But even then, the black people of America must have someone to represent their
viewpoints. So, there are people like Rod Paige (secretary of education) and (probably
better known) President Barrack Obama. Without the ruling of Brown vs. Board of
Education, these people might not be where they are today. Clearly, blacks have gained a
significant amount of political power.

Throughout the history of African Americans, they have always had to fight for their
rights. Take Martin Luther King Jr. for example. He and others fought for political and social
freedoms for blacks. And considering that in January, we honor him, [ would say that blacks
have gained some political respect and power.

With a recent election, President Obama won again. If you listened in to any
coverage of the election, then you would know that Republicans and Democrats alike had
to fight for minority support and for key swing states. One of those minorities is the black
vote. As you can see from key election battles, blacks have come a long way from whence
they began.

Adding on to the election stuff above, you have Congress. Congress almost never
does anything but they do present bills concerning African Americans. Sixty years ago, this
probably never would have happened other then to further segregate America. Blacks have
come a long way and now is not the time for America to stop; no, it is the time for America

to continue in its long battle to completely desegregate itself.

Black education has come a long way since they were brought to America. Brown vs.
Board of Education has caused significant educational, social, and political changes. Brown

vs. Board of Education has changed our world. Brown vs. Board of Education has certainly




been an interesting topic to research and I have learned a lot from it. From the individual
elements of Brown vs. Board of Education to the major turning point it is to the final ever
lasting changes in our society. And as Martin Luther King Jr. would have said, “I have a
dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.” We have come a

long way in MLK's mind and we must continue to carry out that dream of his!
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