
GOVERNOR’S AWARD AND KHS BOOKS 
 
 

Governor’s Award  
 

 Established in 1979, the Governor’s Award is given every four 
years in the last year of a governor’s term to the author whose book has 
been judged by a panel of scholars to have made the most significant 
contribution to Kentucky history. It is presented jointly by the Office of 
the Governor and the Kentucky Historical Society. The winners of this 
distinguished award are given below. 
 
1979—Mary K. Bonsteel Tachau, Federal Courts in the Early Republic, 

Kentucky 1789-1816 (1978) 
1983—John Gaventa, Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and 

Rebellion in an Appalachian Valley (1980)  
1987—James A. Ramage, Rebel Raider: The Life of John Hunt Morgan 

(1986) and George C. Wright, Life Behind the Veil: Blacks in 
Louisville, Kentucky, 1865-1930 (1985) Shared Award 

1991—George C. Wright, Racial Violence in Kentucky, 1865-1940: 
Lynchings, Mob Rule, and “Legal Lynchings” (1990)   

1995—John Mack Faragher, Daniel Boone: The Life and Legend of an 
American Pioneer (1992) 

1999—William E. Ellis, Robert Worth Bingham and the Southern Mystique 
(1997) 

2003—Kenneth H. Noe, Perryville: This Grand Havoc of Battle (2001) 
2007—James C. Klotter, Kentucky Justice, Southern Honor, and American 

Manhood: Understanding the Life and Death of Richard Reid 
(2003) 

 
 

Books published by the Kentucky Historical Society 
 

 In addition to the Governor’s Award, the Kentucky Historical 
Society has made a significant contribution to Kentucky historiography 
over the years through the books it has published. See the bibliography 
below. 
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To order these books from our 1792 Store, click the shop link on our 
Web site homepage (www.history@ky.gov) or call 502-564-1792, ext. 
4464.  
 

http://www.history@ky.gov/

