
Timeline
The

page 2 & 3 
Meet KJHS 2010-2011 Executive Committee
page 4 
Cemeteries Aren’t Scary, They’re 
Educational

2010 History Day Topic Suggestions
Daniel Beams, Reporter

Kentucky History Day (KHD) for the junior (6th-8th grade) and senior (9th-12th grade) divisions 
allows students the opportunity to explore any facet of history as long as it relates to the 
overarching theme.  This year’s theme is “Debate and Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures 
and Consequences.”  Students are free to choose local, state, national or even world history 
topics, but some of the most successful projects are ones that involve local and state history.

Kentucky’s rich history is filled with numerous examples that fall under this year’s broad 
theme,  and the theme does not have to be taken literally.  Issues that caused controversy and 
generated public debate can be used as easily, as say, the 1960 Kennedy-Nixon Debates.  And, 
diplomatic topics do not necessarily have to involve foreign countries.  Diplomatic tactics are 
and were used successfully, and in some instances not so successfully, in any number of local 
and state historic events.  The following are just a handful of Kentucky topic suggestions to 
spark your creativity: 

•	 General	James	Wilkinson	and	the	Spanish	Conspiracy
•	 Cassius	Marcellus	Clay	–	Minister	to	Russia	(1861-1869)
•	 Laura	Clay	and	the	Women’s	Rights	Movement
•	 Madeline	McDowell	Breckinridge,	Progressive	Reformer	and	Suffragist
•	 John	C.	Breckinridge,	Confederate	Secretary	of	War
•	 Hatfield	and	McCoy	Feuds
•	 Henry	Clay	(and	any	number	of	his	compromises	or	roles)
•	 Kentucky	in	the	Mexican	War
•	 Kentucky’s	Attempt	at	Neutrality	in	the	Civil	War
•	 The	Black	Patch	Wars
•	 School/Bussing	Race	Issues	in	Louisville
•	 1833	Slave	Non-importation	Law
•	 Slavery	Debate	in	1849	Kentucky	Constitutional	Convention
•	 1904	Day	Law	(Educational	Segregation)
•	 John	Marshall	Harlan
•	 The	Freedmen’s	Bureau	in	Kentucky
•	 John	G.	Fee	and	the	Establishment	of	Berea	College
•	 The	13th	Amendment	and	Kentucky
•	 Strip-mining	and	Mountain	Top	Removal
•	 Lincoln	Institute
•	 The	Know-Nothing	Party	in	Kentucky
•	 Camp	Nelson
•	 Bloody	Monday	(1855)
•	 Indian	Removal

FALL ‘10

Kentucky History Day 
District Contest Dates

District 1: 
District 1 students will compete at the 
District 2 contest in 2011. 
District 2: 
Kentucky	Wesleyan	College,	Owensboro,	
Saturday, March 26, 2011. 
District 3: 
Frazier International History Museum, 
Louisville,	Saturday,	March	26,	2011.	 
District 4: 
Western	Kentucky	University,	Bowling	
Green,	Saturday,	March	19.	
District 5: 
Eastern	Kentucky	University,	Richmond,	
Saturday, March 19, 2011. 
District 6: 
Georgetown	College,	Georgetown,	TBD.	
District 7: 
Morehead	State	University,	Morehead,	
Saturday,	March	5,	2011.	
District 8: 
Southeast Kentucky Community and 
Technical College, Cumberland, Friday, 
March	25,	2011.	

*Students will advance from districts to the 
state	contest,	held	on	April	30,	2011	at	the	
Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History 
in Frankfort. 

For more information, email Tim Talbott at 
Tim.Talbott@ky.gov
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Meet your 2010-2011 Kentucky Junior Historical Society Board 
Read more about some of the Kentucky Junior Historical Society (KJHS) board members who will be serving you this year.

Ben Rafferty – 
President 

“My name is Ben Rafferty and I am a 

senior	at	Green	County	High	School.	I	

have been in KJHS for six years.  I enjoy 

KJHS because I love history and I enjoy 

learning new things about the past.  

KJHS offers so many wonderful ways 

to learn about things I never imagined 

I would know.”

“Hello!	My	name	is	Jack	Gupton	and	I	am	a	freshman	at	Green	County	High	School.		
Being a “third timer” on the KJHS board, I strive to incorporate an essence of 
Kentucky history in local and state organizations.  Kentucky is a wonderful place to 
live and KJHS is a great organization to experience Kentucky’s heritage and culture.  
From	the	words	of	Abraham	Lincoln,	‘I	too	am	a	Kentuckian.’”

      Jack Gupton – Vice-President

“KJHS is my favorite club of all time! I first joined KJHS in the fourth grade while 
attending Metcalfe County Schools. Now, I am a junior at Taylor County High School. 
KJHS will always be a major part of my life because Kentucky history is so interesting 
to me. The projects, field trips, and conventions make this club worth while!”

      Isaac Petty – Secretary

“My	name	is	Shelley	Zhou.	I	am	sixteen	years	old,	and	I	attend	DuPont	Manual	
High	School	in	Louisville.	This	is	my	first	year	with	KJHS,	but	this	is	my	third	year	of	
participating in the Kentucky History Day program. I have loved history ever since 
I was a young child, and I first became interested in history because of the exciting 
stories. Even though I still love reading and telling stories of historical battles and 
great people, I now also understand that history is very important. I believe that 
through history, we can learn from the past, and work toward the future.”

Shelley Zhou – Parliamentarian

“My	name	is	Abbi	Phillips.		I	am	currently	a	junior	at	Taylor	County	High	School,	and	
have	been	involved	in	our	school’s	KJHS	club	for	the	past	three	years.		Last	school	year	
I took on the role of historian for our chapter, and this year I stepped up and took on 
the role of vice president.  In addition, I am also presently the KJHS state historian.  
I have a great fascination for history and our state’s heritage.  I find it intriguing 
to study the legacies left behind by others and the courage of our founders.  It is 
inspiring to see the sacrifices that men and women have made for their state.” 

Abbi Phillips – Historian

Jack	Gupton	 Shelley Zhou Isaac	Petty Abbi	Phillips Madison	Wallace

Kevin Combs Jordan Abell Will	Walker Rusty	Lewis Mason Miller
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“My	name	is	Madison	Wallace	and	I	am	an	eighth	grader	at	Good	Shepherd	School	
in Frankfort.  I have been involved with KJHS for three years.  I currently hold the 
position	of	Junior	Representative	for	the	state	and	I	am	President	of	the	Good	
Shepherd chapter.  Being born and raised in Frankfort, in the middle of all the historic 
sites and museums, I have had the opportunity to enjoy the history of this wonderful 
city and it has sparked my enthusiasm for the history of our state.”

      Madison Wallace – Junior Rep.

“Hello,	my	name	is	Jordan	Abell	and	I	live	in	Green	County.	I	attend	Green	County	
Middle School and have been a part of the KJHS for approximately three years. I 
enjoy learning about history because it shows how our parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents lived and worked in society. I believe specifically Kentucky history 
is important because without those who have accomplished goals in the past and 
present there would be no future. History is special to me because I know that when 
mistakes were made in the past we can learn from them to help build our future.”

      Jordan Abell – District 4 Rep.

“I	am	a	7th	grader	at	Walnut	Hill	Christian	Academy	and	I	have	been	a	member	of	
the KJHS since 2008.  I enjoy Kentucky history because I can look back at people from 
the past and learn from their examples.  Since being involved in KJHS I have found 
that the main reason I like this organization is because I can spend my time with 
other	people	who	enjoy	and	value	Kentucky	history	as	much	as	I	do.		Our	chapter	
has visited different historical sites and studied past events which have increased our 
appreciation for our state’s history.”

      Rusty Lewis – District 6 Rep. 

“Hi, my name is Kevin Combs and I am in the seventh grade and am homeschooled.  
This will be my second year as a member of KJHS.  I love history because I can learn 
about how we, as a country, came to be, and using this knowledge, how we can help 
our country to learn from its mistakes.”

Kevin Combs – District 3 Rep.

“Hello,	my	name	is	Will	Walker.	I	am	a	junior	at	Rockcastle	County	High	School,	and	
I have been involved in KJHS for about six months. However, I have been competing 
in the Kentucky History Day program for three years now and have advanced to the 
national contest each year. I have been interested in history all of my life but until 
four years ago I had never thought to use that interest for anything. My teacher, Ms. 
Singleton, introduced me to both History Day and KJHS and both have deepened my 
love of history.”

Will Walker – District 5 Rep.

“I’m a sixth grade student at Harlan Independent and this is my third year in KJHS.  I 
enjoy learning history, particularly about my local community and my family.  The 
annual KJHS Conference is a good place to meet other students that enjoy history and 
compete with projects and in quick recall.  I like to run, bike, and hike, especially at 
historic	sites	such	as	the	state	Capitol	and	Cumberland	Gap.		I’m	excited	about	KJHS	
coming to my district for a regional rally, including a trip to the Coal Mining Museum 
and	Portal	31.”		

Mason Miller – District 8 Rep.  
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One	suggestion	that	is	often	recommended	to	KJHS	clubs	seeking	a	chapter	mission	is	a	
cemetery project of some type.  These projects could be as involved as a restoration and 
mapping effort, or as simple as a field trip to a local cemetery.  It’s up to you and your club.

The number of family, church and community cemeteries falling into disrepair is shocking, 
and grows every year.  Much of the important information in those cemeteries will be 
lost forever if not recorded and mapped.  But, before jumping into a project, do a little 
research to see if the cemetery you choose has already been mapped and recorded.  You 
will likely find this information at your local library or historical society.  There is no use 
doing the work someone else has already completed.  

When	you	find	a	location,	sketch	a	map	of	the	cemetery’s	boundaries	and	mark	the	
directions (north, south, east and west).  Number the graves on your map and record the 
information	on	the	stones.		If	possible,	take	pictures	of	each	stone.		When	finished,	double	
check to make sure you did not miss any graves.  

A club does not necessarily have to take on a restoration project to learn from a cemetery.  
Field trips to graveyards can provide wonderful learning opportunities as well.  For 
example, you can conduct a scavenger hunt for the grave that is the oldest grave, 
belongs to a specific person, has a unique stone or belongs to a soldier. So much can be 
learned just from the design of the stones and the information they contain.  A person’s 
occupation, accomplishments, religion, age and family ties can often be determined by 
these grave markers. Sometimes a whole branch of a family’s tree can be completed just 
by looking in a section of a cemetery.   

Whatever	you	decide	to	do,	here	are	some	helpful	suggestions:	
•	 Always	get	an	adult	to	go	with	you
•	 Get	permission	to	conduct	your	project	or	field	trip
•	 Do	a	little	research	before	going	to	the	cemetery
•	 Be	respectful	of	the	graves
•	 Make	the	information	you	collect	available	to	a	local	library	or	historical	society
•	 Look	for	books	on	cemetery	projects	online	or	at	your	library	to	get	a	better	idea	
of what you want to accomplish.  

Happy exploring!

100	West	Broadway	•	Frankfort,	KY	40601
www.history.ky.gov	•	502.564.1792

KJHS is a program administered by the 
, an agency of the 

Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet.

Submit an Article

The Timeline would like to encourage 

KJHS members and clubs to submit 

articles to be included in future 

issues.  If you or your club has done 

something to promote Kentucky 

history or visited a historic Kentucky 

site, we would like to know about it 

so we can share it with other KJHS 

members.  Submitted articles should 

be	150-200	words	and	can	be	emailed	

to tim.talbott@ky.gov or mailed to 

KJHS,	100	W.	Broadway,	Frankfort,	

KY	40601.		Accompanying	pictures	

are also appreciated.  


