
Disaster!  Call the media!

No!  Save the media!



No One Expects ……



1937 Ohio River Flood



1974 Tornado



1981 sewer explosion



2009 flood



2009 flash flood



Louisville Free Public Library

The mechanical systems, the boilers, air handling equipment, the
chillers, all the electrical supply in both buildings, and the 
computers were out 
We got the Fire Department to help us bail. They brought two 
pumpers, but that failed; there was too much debris. The Metro 
Sewer district continued pumping. They pumped water so we 
could reach the floor to see the computers. We had a small 
electrical fire overnight in the computer room, so we had the Fire 
Department cut off electricity.
Our sorting room was devastated. The books look like they’ve 
been in the bathtub, except there’s a lot of mulch [from 
landscaping around the library]. 
Note- Louisville has a combined sanitary and storm sewer 
system



2009 flash flood



Fires and floods and bombs, oh my!

Library of Alexandria 
1911 - Indianapolis Public Library- bombed 
1911 - NY State Library - fire 
1956 - State Library of Michigan - fire 
1966 - Florence – flood
1973 – National Archives - fire 
1986 - Los Angeles Central Public Library - fire 
1999 - Colorado State - flash flood 
2001 - University of Houston -Hurricane Allison 
2004 - University of Hawaii - flash flood 
2005 - Katrina 
2008 – Louisville – earthquakes
2008 – Louisville - hurricane
2010 – Louisville – flash flood



PLANNING IS 
MORE COST 

EFFECTIVE  THAN 
RECOVERY!



Water damaged print



Deteriorated nitrate negative



Deteriorated acetate negative



Paper will take much more room after the 
disaster



Books and boxes will jump off the shelves



You need space –
 

lots of it



Hands –
 

on exercise



Alaska State Archives, Juneau, 2009

Monday August 17
construction bubble ripped off the roof during the previous night.
Head of Archives was on vacation, Records Manager discovered 
the flood at 7am There was a ¼” puddle headed for the electrical 
panel and people walking in the water. Safety hazard.
Centennial Hall was called but was unable to give space. On 
day 4, they offered their space but it was not needed by 
then. Head of Alaska State Library – Historical Collections (ASL-
HC) secured the Juneau Arts and Culture Center (JACC) around 
8 or 9am. There was a pre-existing verbal agreement with the 
JACC director to use the space in an emergency.
Conservators attending the Western Association for Art 
Conservation contributed expertise and labor to the 
response. Approximately 15 conservators helped.



Tuesday August 18

· ASM Curator lined up a refrigeration van 
from AML barge lines, awaiting approval from 
administration. 
· 4pm, 200+ more wet boxes were 
discovered when the emergency is about 52 
hours old.



Wednesday , August 19

Refrigeration van ordered by State Records 
Manager, needs special power source and is 
driven to the barge line to be plugged in



·
 

Friday August 21 

Humidity strips ordered from Talas, they 
shipped them ground by accident.  Arrive the 
following Thursday



Debriefing:

Although there was leadership, people were still 
confused about who was in charge. Some 
volunteers left when they could not find someone to 
give them direction.
Having a laptop with Archives database Minisis on it 
would have been nice.
Document safety: Records with confidentiality issues 
are being dried in a unsecure office. Someone 
needed to stay with papers in SOB atrium until 
building was locked each night.
Wet documents put into dry boxes for transport had 
a star drawn on the lid, but many people did not 
know what the star meant.



More Debriefing

Fans are loud and create an annoying breeze. People are 
getting hoarse from shouting over them.
More first aid kits needed for paper cuts, staple wounds etc.
Fanning out folder contents with folders on the bottom promotes 
drying, but you must counteract blow-away. Leaving staples, 
paper clips etc on helps (and then discard those fasteners to 
make it easier to put folders into boxes.) Weight the 
papers. Improvised weights included nuts & bolts, pellet gun 
shot, sand, cat litter etc put in ziplock bags or envelopes taped 
shut, clean plastic bottles, or small Tupperware containers.
Wet feet will freeze to floor of the van
In general, it is good practice not to leave boxes on the floor at 
the end of a workday
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