
 

   

 
Kentucky’s War of 1812: 
Russell County 
  
The Kentucky Historical Society’s historical marker 954 in 
Jamestown commemorates Russell County being named for a 
War of 1812 veteran. 
 
Born in Virginia in 1758, William Russell had been an officer in the 
Revolutionary War and had fought at the Battle of Kings Mountain 
before moving to Kentucky. He was in several campaigns against 
Native Americans in 1791 and 1794, and was present at the Battle 

of Tippecanoe, fought in November 1811. During the War of 1812, Russell was colonel 
of the 7th U.S. Infantry Regiment and fought in multiple engagements.   
 
After the War of 1812, Russell served several terms in the Kentucky legislature. When 
Russell County was formed in 1825, it was named in his honor. Russellville, Ky., is also 
named after this veteran. 
 
Pictured: Russell County courthouse. Image courtesy of the Kentucky Historical Society. 
 
 


